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Arun Local Plan 2011 to 2031

The Arun Local Plan covers the period 2011-2031 for the area of Arun District (excluding the
area covered by the South Downs National Park Authority) and was adopted on the 18th of
July 2018.
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1 Foreword



1.1 Thank you for viewing Arun's Local Plan. The Plan sets out the vision for Arun to
2031 and beyond(1). It is the culmination of extensive study and participation and I
am very grateful to all those individuals and organisations that have helped in its
preparation.

1.2 Arun has determined that economic growth for job creation is its number one priority.
It wants to enable residents of working age to be able to work within Arun. This is
called increasing 'job density' and it is the central theme of this Plan. The Local Plan
will help to achieve this by diversifying the range of employment sites available to
investors; protecting existing viable employment land from other forms of development;
encouraging employment growth in manufacturing, cultural, office, leisure, retail,
horticulture and marine based activities and; freeing up commercial enterprise through
the use of Local Development Orders.

1.3 We want new development to help us tackle infrastructure difficulties in order to free
up lost business hours and enable people to plan their journeys with more certainty.
The Local Plan protects our much valued landscape including the coastal plains, the
setting of Arundel, Bognor Regis and Littlehampton and the land between existing
settlements. It also sets out the criteria we require to be met in order to gain approval
for new and extended communities.

1.4 We are also pioneering Neighbourhood Development Plans - our positive approach
has resulted in a number of parish councils writing their own Plans. In the true spirit
of the intention of localism, non-strategic housing allocations will be promoted by
these Plans, thereby putting local people in control.

Cllr John Charles- Cabinet Member for Planning and Infrastructure 

1 The Arun Local Plan and the policies within it only apply to the local planning authority area of the District.
The area of Arun that falls within the South Downs National Park is the responsibility of the South Downs
Planning Authority.
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2 Overview



2.1 This Local Plan sets out the vision for the future of Arun and guides development to
achieve that vision. Arun’s Local Plan, covers the Arun Local Planning Authority Area
(LPA) - This area includes all of Arun District apart from those parts within the South
Downs National Park (SDNP). The SDNP Authority are preparing a Local Plan for
the entire park. The ALP will be part of the Development Plan for the area, together
with the adopted Waste Local Plan and the Minerals Local Plan, both a West Sussex
County Council responsibility, together with Neighbourhood Plans, prepared by local
communities. The Development Plan will also include a Non-Strategic Sites
Development Plan Document (DPD), a Gypsy and Traveller and Travelling
Showpeople Sites Allocation DPD and may include a Employment Allocations DPD
depending on monitoring.  Other local documents, including Supplementary Planning
Documents (SPD) and design guidance, will also supplement the Local Plan.The
Plan sets out the strategic vision, objectives, policies and proposals for development
in the LPA to 2031 and beyond. The Local Plan sets out what is intended to happen
in the area over the life of the plan, where and when this will occur and how it will be
delivered.

2.2 The purpose of the Local Plan is to encourage sustainable development and manage
future growth whilst ensuring that change across the District is appropriate to meet
local need. It will support the strategic provision of homes, employment and shops
and will look to ensure that these are carefully co-ordinated with the services and
facilities that communities rely on and which are essential to wellbeing and quality
of life. Crucially, the Local Plan will also protect those aspects of the District which
are important by virtue of heritage, culture or are otherwise valued by local people.
Such valued assets include the unspoilt coastline, diverse landscapes, cultural and
historical heritage and essential community facilities. Further detail will be added
through the Neighbourhood Development Plans. Neighbourhood Development Plans
should be read in conjunction with the Local Plan.

2.3 The Local Plan's strategic vision is underpinned by 'objectives' which set out
aspirations for how Arun can change over the Plan period. It contains a suite of
policies which aim to achieve the vision and objectives. It promotes and guides private
and public sector investment and neighbourhood planning.The Local Plan's 'strategic
policies' (where policy references are prefixed with the initials 'SP') set out the overall
strategy for the Arun Local Planning Authority with regard to:

The amount of new employment, retail and housing development that will take
place in the District up to 2031

A strategic framework to help determine planning applications

The framework for neighbourhood development, and

A statutory guide to help local communities deliver local change
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2.4 Further detail for managing development is set out in the 'development management'
policies (where policy references are prefixed by the initials 'DM'). It is important to
read the Plan as a 'whole'.That is, when assessing development proposals to ensure
that this is done with reference to all the policies that may be relevant. In detail, the
Local Plan’s content includes the following:

A Spatial Portrait: describes the key characteristics of the area and identifies
the challenges and opportunities that the Plan seeks to address;

Vision and Objectives: based on the priorities identified through consultation
and supporting evidence, the vision describes what sort of place that Arun District
should be by 2013, excluding the area of the District in the South Downs National
Park. To help deliver this vision a set of strategic objectives are identified;

Spatial Strategy: outlines the broad approach to be followed towards managing
change in the Plan area, deliver the vision and objectives;

Strategic and Development Management Policies that promote sustainable
development in the Plan area, set out as follows:

Sustainable Place;

Sustainable Development,

Strategic Approach,

Settlement Structure and Green Infrastructure,

Prosperous Place:

Employment and Enterprise,

Retail,

Tourism,

Soils, Horticulture and equine developments;

Living Place:

Housing Delivery,

Design,

Health, Recreation and Leisure,
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Connected Place:

Transport,Parking and Access,

Protected Place:

Building Conservation & Archaeological Heritage;

Natural Environment

Water;

Natural resources & Minerals Safeguarding;

Waste Management;

Quality of the Environment;

Deliverable Place:

 infrastructure provision and implementation.

A monitoring framework to indicated how the Plan will be monitoring and kept
under review;Glossary/Appendices: to explain technical terms and acronyms,
further background where necessary such as the “housing trajectory”

Policies Maps: that identify where the Plan Policies polices will apply, notably
specific sites allocated for development with areas to be protected and enhanced.

Wider Policy Context

2.5 This Plan has been prepared to comply with current legislation and accord with
national policy.Where relevant, the Plan takes account of other plans and strategies.
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (March 2012) sets out the
Government’s planning policies for England and how these are expected to be
applied. It provides a framework within which Local Planning Authorities can produce
their own distinctive local plans, which reflect the needs and priorities of their
communities and help to deliver national priorities. The NPPF identifies that the
purpose of the planning system is to contribute to the achievement of sustainable
development. It sets out three dimensions to sustainable development: economic,
social and environmental, which has guided the preparation of this Plan. Nationally
there is a presumption in favour of sustainable development and local planning
authorities area expected to plan positively for the needs of their area. The National
Planning Policy Guidance (NPPG) (March 2014) supports the NPPF on specific
development policy and management issues.
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2.6 The Local Plan should make clear what is intended to happen in the area over the
life of the plan, where and when this will occur and how it will be delivered.The Local
Plan should aim to meet the objectively assessed development and infrastructure
needs of the area, including unmet needs of neighbouring areas where this is
consistent with policies in the National Planning Policy Framework as a whole. Local
Plans should recognise the contribution that Neighbourhood Plans can make in
planning to meet development and infrastructure needs. The Council has facilitated
the delivery of 14 Neighbourhood Plans in the Local Plan area. This has helped to
identify specific housing sites to meet local needs, promote economic activity protect
and  enhance the environment in each locality. Neighbourhood Plans are required
to be in conformity with an up to date adopted Local Plan. Therefore, it will be
necessary for adopted Neighbourhood Plans in the LPA to be reviewed once the
ALP is adopted.

2.7 Section 110 of the Localism Act (2011), inserted as section 33A in the Planning and
Compulsory Purchase Act (2004), places a legal duty upon Local Planning Authorities
and other bodies to co-operate on matters that could have strategic or cross boundary
implications. The specific bodies that need to co-operate are defined in part 2 of the
Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012.The Duty
is triggered most typically where an impact of sustainable development may or will
have an impact on strategic infrastructure or would have an impact on at least two
planning areas. It is also there as a measure for bodies to establish if the unmet
needs of authorities can be met by other authorities and this can include matters
such as homes and employment land. The Local Planning Authority has engaged
with neighbouring Councils and organisations to address key strategic matters in
West Sussex and the wider sub –region.

2.8 The Coastal West Sussex and Greater Brighton Strategic Planning Board is led by
planning / infrastructure Portfolio Holders or Leaders of Adur, Arun, Brighton & Hove,
Chichester, Lewes, West Sussex and Worthing Councils and the South Downs
National Park Authority.

2.9 The authorities have agreed Terms of Reference and also a Memorandum of
Understanding which covers plan making and development management. Critically
it commits each Local Planning Authority to jointly:

Prepare, maintain and update a Local Strategic Statement which provides a
broad strategic direction for Coastal West Sussex and establishes areas for
inter-authority cooperation on strategic issues

Develop and implement a programme for jointly addressing  strategic planning
and development issues, and

Maintain liaison with the Local Enterprise Partnership(s) on the work they are
undertaking.
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2.10 The Strategic Objectives and Spatial Priorities set out in the  Local Strategic Statement
Delivering Sustainable Growth 2013-31 will be implemented through a number of
different routes and by different organisations working together, often with the local
planning authorities in a lead coordinating role. A Delivery and Investment Framework
which complements the statement is under preparation and both the statement and
delivery framework will be kept under review by the Strategic Planning Board.

2.11 The Strategic Planning Board is also an interface with the Coast to Capital Local
Enterprise Partnership, the Coastal West Sussex Partnership and the Rural West
Sussex Partnership. Together these partnerships aid dialogue on economic growth,
regeneration, housing, transport, investment and infrastructure matters.The Coastal
West Sussex and Greater Brighton Strategic Planning Board authorities have
commissioned joint evidence on a number of topics to fulfil the requirements of the
National Planning Policy Framework, Travellers Policy and the Duty to Co-operate.
These include a Gyspy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment and Site Appraisal;
Strategic Housing Market Assessment; Economic and Infrastructure Study and Duty
to Co-operate Housing Study.This evidence and the evidence of individual authorities
has underpinned the Coastal West Sussex and Greater Brighton Local Strategic
Statement which demonstrates that co-operation has been constructive, active and
has the correct framework to be on-going in relation to planning for sustainable
development.

2.12 In addition the West Sussex Joint Planning Board has an overview and critical friend
role for planning across West Sussex and its relationship with adjacent counties.
This ALP specifically plans for the period 2011-31 but it also needs to plan beyond
this plan period. There are large items of infrastructure that are needed across a
strategic area or district wide.  Planning for these strategic and corporate projects
will take place during the course of the plan but may be delivered beyond 2031. The
fact that the proposed development in the Local Plan does not entirely trigger the
need for something does not mean that it cannot be planned for and secured within
the current planning time period.

2.13 The preparation of the Local Plan has required that a number of programmes, studies
and appraisals be completed. This includes community engagement, preparation of
evidence, a Sustainability Appraisal, Habitats Regulations Assessment and Equality
Impact Assessments.

2.14 An essential requirement in preparing the Local Plan has been to engage local
communities. The LPA’s approach to involving local communities and stakeholders
in formulating the Local Plan is set out within the Statement of Community Involvement
(SCI). The Report of Consultation sets out the key stages and outputs as the Local
Plan has been prepared.
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Evidence Base

2.15 The Local Plan is supported by an evidence base on the characteristics of the area
including constraints, opportunities, market demand and supply forecasts where
relevant .The Policies within the Local Plan reflect this new evidence. The evidence
relied upon, including representations made at previous -stages in the Local Plan
preparation have been taken into account.

Sustainability Appraisal

2.16 Sustainability Appraisal (SA) is a legal requirement designed to appraise the social,
economic and environmental impacts of the Local Plan and suggest potential
mitigation measures for policies and proposals in the Plan. It is an iterative process
and goes hand in hand with policy development.

2.17 Arun District Council has completed significant elements of the SA as part of previous
consultations, the submission version of the Local Plan and Main Modifications.
These provide good foundations which can be built upon as the evidence base is
updated and the draft Plan is progressed. (2) has been produced. (March 2009).  In
June 2016 a new Scoping Statement(3) was produced and consulted upon and a
new Sustainability Appraisal was undertaken on the Submission Local Plan and its
proposed Main Modifications. This sets out the SA framework including SA objectives
and decision aiding questions that have been used for the further assessments
carried out.

Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA)

2.18 The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 requires an assessment
of potential impacts arising from the implementation of a Plan or Programme on
Natura 2000 sites. Natura 2000 sites are sites of international significance for their
nature value and include Special Protection Areas and Special Areas of Conservation.
Sites identified in the Ramsar Convention should also be treated with the same
status. The purpose of the HRA process is to consider the impacts of a land use
plan against the conservation objectives of the sites and to ascertain if there may be
any detrimental impact on the integrity of those sites. Where significant negative
effects are identified, alternative options should be examined to avoid any potentially
damaging effects.

2.19 Arun District Council originally commissioned an HRA to be carried out on the Core
Strategy in 2010.  In 2012 the Council commissioned an update to this work to take
account of changes that had occurred in the development of the Local Plan, to ensure
that the impact of development being proposed by the Draft Local Plan would not
result in any detrimental impacts on the Natura 2000 network. Outcomes and
recommendations arising from this have been incorporated, where appropriate, into
the policies of this Local Plan. A Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) has been

2 A Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report
3 Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Statement for the Arun Local Plan
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undertaken to ensure that the proposals in the Local Plan do not have a negative
impact on any existing sites, or where they do, that mitigation measures are identified.
The recommendations arising from the HRA have been incorporated, where
appropriate, into the development of the Local Plan.

Equalities Impact Assessment

2.20 Testing the Local Plan to ensure that it meets the needs of all members of the
community is also a key requirement. Undertaking Equality Impact Assessments
allows the Council to identify any potential discrimination caused by its policies or
the way in which it works and take steps to avoid these impacts. The Equalities
Impact Assessment for the Local Plan has been prepared and has been used to
inform the ALP.
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The Place

3.1 Arun District is located on the South Coast, one of seven Districts within West Sussex.
The District is bordered by Chichester District to the west, Horsham District to the
north, and Worthing Borough and Adur District to the east.The northern half of Arun
District falls within the South Downs National Park (SDNP). The SDNP Authority is
the planning authority for areas of the District which fall within the SDNP. The
southern half of the District falls within the Arun Local Planning Authority area and
this is the Local Plan for that area. Arun District has strong transport, economic and
housing market links with neighbouring Coastal West Sussex and Greater Brighton
Authorities and this is reflected in patterns of movement for work, shopping,
entertainment and education.

3.2 The Arun Local Planning Authority (LPA) covers an area of 12,090 hectares (46
square miles) and has an estimated population of approximately 147,000. The
northern part of the LPA is predominantly rural; the southern part falls within the West
Sussex coastal plain. The River Arun divides the District approximately in half.

3.3 Over 77% of Arun’s population (nearly 113,000) live in the coastal urban areas
centred in the two main towns of Bognor Regis and Littlehampton. These towns are
separated from each other by an area of open countryside and undeveloped coast,
the 'Littlehampton and Middleton-on-Sea' gap, which is important in landscape terms
North of the coast, Arundel and a number of expanded villages  are surrounded by
open countryside. Most of the coastal plain is high quality agricultural land and
intensively farmed, with areas of large scale horticultural development and
glasshouses.

3.4 Bognor Regis and Littlehampton have merged with their neighbouring settlements
to form larger built-up areas but the Parish identities remain as do distinct village
identities. In the west of the District, the Bognor Regis urban area, including Pagham,
Aldwick, Bersted, Felpham and Middleton-on-Sea have a combined population of
over 64,700. East of the River Arun, Littlehampton, Rustington, East Preston and
Kingston form another built-up area with a population in excess of 48,200. Although
physically separate the village of Ferring forms part of this network of coastal
settlements.

3.5 The coastal towns are the main service, employment, retail and social centres. Bognor
Regis has been a centre for seaside enjoyment since the 1700s and Littlehampton
is recorded in the Domesday book. Both centres have a concentration of commercial
premises that are important to the economy of  the District. Bognor Regis is the
District’s largest retail centre and also contains Butlins Holiday Centre and a campus
of the University of Chichester. Littlehampton is a smaller centre, located at the mouth
of the River Arun and has a harbour with small-scale fishing operations and an
expanding marine based leisure economy.
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3.6 The town of Arundel, dominated by its cathedral and castle, lies inland from the coast,
at the foot of the South Downs. Arundel is recorded in the Domesday book. Its
historical development has resulted in a rich built environment set against the
impressive backdrop of the River Arun, the Arun Valley and Arundel Park. Arundel
is an important visitor destination and many  of the facilities, services and employment
opportunities reflect this attribute. Arundel has historical and environmental
designations and its future growth has to meet the challenge of its special historic
and landscape character.

3.7 In the west of the District are the ‘six villages’ of Aldingbourne, Barnham, Eastergate,
Westergate, Walberton and Yapton. Barnham, Eastergate and Westergate are located
close together and share many facilities. Considered together these three villages
provide a range of shops and local services. Aldingbourne is a small settlement to
the west of Westergate with limited services and facilities.  Barnham additionally
benefits from a mainline railway station.Walberton and Yapton are physically separate
from each other and are in the northern part of the Local Plan area. They have a
smaller range of facilities and services than the three villages.

3.8 Angmering has experienced considerable new residential development in recent
years. The Village has benefited from improvements to the A280 and has a mainline
railway station.

3.9 Within the District are some smaller villages and hamlets with very limited services
and facilities such as Poling, Climping, Ford and Fontwell. Ford also contains a
number of industrial estates, open prison and waste treatment facilities.

3.10 The landscape character of the LPA varies between the low coastline, open
countryside and the backdrop provided by the scarp slope of the South Downs
National Park. The LPA is generally low lying with open views across a flat open
agricultural landscape.The density of urban settlement and the number of expanded
villages means that the open countryside between settlements are valued parts of
the local landscape. Arun District has a wealth of environmentally important assets.
Within the Arun Local Planning Authority area there are four Sites of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSIs): Bognor Reef, Clymping Beach, Felpham and Pagham Harbour.
There are five Sites of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCIs): Ferring Rife and
Meadows, Littlehampton Golf Course and Atherington Beach, Elmer Rocks, Middleton
Shingle, Fontwell Park Racecourse and three local nature reserves at Bersted Brooks,
Pagham Harbour and West Beach. Pagham Harbour has also been designated as
a Special Protection Area (SPA) under the EC Wild Birds Directive and is a Ramsar
site.

3.11 The River Arun is one of the fastest flowing rivers in the country. In addition to this
river, the District has a network of large streams and smaller watercourses of strategic
drainage importance, as classified by the Environment Agency, because they are
critical to the surface water drainage of the area.  Arun District is affected to varying
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degrees by the threat of  flooding, principally from  fluvial (rivers), tidal (sea) and
groundwater(4).  A large proportion of developable land in Arun also suffers from
potential ground water flooding.

3.12 The main water quality issues in Arun are organic pollution and eutrophication. Water
quality problems are frequently most acute in the upper reaches of river catchments
where there is less capacity for dilution and self purification.This is particularly evident
during drought periods when treated sewage discharged can contribute to a significant
proportion of river flow.Water resources in the South East region are under pressure
and the region has been classified as one of serious water stress by the Government.
Portsmouth Water supplies the area to the west of the River Arun, and Southern
Water supplies the east of the District.

3.13 Two major aquifers, the Chalk and the Lower Greens, underlie much of the area and
are the area's most important water resources accounting for more than 50% of
licensed abstraction. The aquifers are the source of numerous springs and streams
that help to support surface water flows and water dependent habitats.

3.14 The need to protect rivers and aquifers from pollution has led to significant areas
within the District being designated Source Protection Zones. Water resources are
finely balanced between meeting the demands of existing abstractions and the need
to protect river flows to meet environmental and other in-stream requirements.There
is therefore a general presumption against consumptive abstraction from the chalk
aquifer and from rivers during the summer.

3.15 Arun is rich in historical assets. Within the Arun Local Planning Authority area 
designated assets comprise 723 statutorily listed buildings, 29 Conservation Areas
and seven Scheduled Monuments.

3.16 Arun also has a large number of undesignated features of historic and cultural interest
and value including features of heritage, archaeological and landscape interest. Of
note are 14 locally designated Areas of Special Character and 1,242 locally important
buildings (Building or Structures of Character).  Arundel in particular is renowned for
its historic and cultural character.

3.17 Transport links are dominated by east-west routes along the Sussex Coast, linking
Arun with Worthing and Brighton to the east and Chichester and Portsmouth to the
west. The main road links are the A27 trunk road and the A259, both of which suffer
from severe congestion during peak times. Traffic travelling between the A27 and
A259 via the A284 and A29 to access Littlehampton , Bognor Regis and the coastal
area is often delayed due to a number of the level crossings which also create
congestion and poor air quality.The A27, at Arundel is often congested and requires
a solution to improve journey reliability and vehicle emission reduction. The rail line
known as 'West Coastway' connects the main towns along the South coast, although
both Bognor Regis and Littlehampton are served by branch lines. The Arun Valley

4 Arun Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Update 2016
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line provides a direct rail link to London, Central Sussex and Gatwick Airport. Rail
services to and from the District, particularly between both Littlehampton and Bognor
Regis, and London, are perceived as slow and there is a limited supply of modern
rail stock(5).

The People(6)

3.18 Arun has one of the UK’s highest populations of elderly people, with 27% of residents 
aged 65 and over, compared to 17% nationally. Particularly high proportions of elderly
people are found along the coast, in the Pagham Aldwick area west of Bognor Regis,
and from Rustington to Ferring, where in some wards over 50% of residents are
aged 65 and over. By contrast, parts of Bognor Regis and Littlehampton have a
significantly younger population, with above average proportions of families and
young people. Both national and local forecasts indicate that the largest growth in
the future will be in people aged 85 and over.This brings its own challenges regarding
health and housing issues. Since 2004, the population has become more diverse,
with people from other European Union countries now making up approximately 5%
of the population.

3.19 Arun falls within the wider Coastal West Sussex housing market area which stretches
from Lewes in the east to beyond Chichester in the west as well as having a localised
HMA centred on the district. Average house prices in Arun’s coastal towns are
generally relatively low compared to neighbouring areas, but prices are significantly
higher in Arundel and some inland villages. The Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD)
indicates that parts of rural Arun fall within the 10% most deprived areas in England
in terms of barriers to housing and services.

3.20 Arun has a high proportion of detached housing (35%) which is substantially above
the national average (23%). Suburban low density detached housing is a particular
feature of much of the coastal built-up areas, and some of the larger villages. The
District’s proportion of flats and maisonettes is also slightly above average, with
below average proportions of semi-detached and terraced housing. Flats and terraced
housing make up a high proportion of housing in central Bognor Regis and
Littlehampton, and also Arundel.

3.21 Approximately 80% of housing in Arun is owner occupied, which is much higher than
both the national and West Sussex average. Around 9% is social rented, with a
similar proportion privately rented. High concentrations of social rented housing occur
in parts of Bognor Regis and Littlehampton, particularly Pevensey and Ham Wards
where it accounts for around 25% of all housing. Private renting is concentrated in
the town centres, where it rises to over 35% of total housing in Marine Ward, Bognor
Regis.

5 West Sussex Transport Plan 2011-2026
6 Data sources for the statistics are the 2011 Census (Release 2.1) and Index of Multiple Deprivation 2007.
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3.22 Across the District, there are wide differences in standards of living, with some of
the most affluent, but also the most deprived people in the UK living here. More than
17% (4,000) of Arun’s children live in low income households – this number is rising
rather than falling. Around 13% of people aged 60 or over live in low income
households and this number is also rising.

3.23 Overall, Arun ranks as the second most deprived local authority within West Sussex,
but is among the least 50% deprived nationally. Across the District, there are large
variations, with many of the rural villages, and parts of the coastal urban areas ranking
among the least deprived areas in England. However, most of Bognor Regis and
Littlehampton suffer from above average levels of deprivation, including concentrated
pockets which rank within the worst 10% of areas. Parts of Ham Ward, Littlehampton,
fall in the worst 10% in England in terms of income deprivation, with very high numbers
of residents receiving income support and other types of state benefits. Other parts
of Littlehampton, Bognor Regis and Bersted fall within the worst 20%. A similar picture
exists in terms of overall living environment, where parts of Ham and River Wards
in Littlehampton, Marine and Hotham Wards in Bognor Regis fall within the worst
10% of areas in England.

3.24 Average life expectancy in Arun is close to the average for West Sussex, and above
average for England. However, this disguises wide variations across the District,
where average life expectancy by Ward, ranges from 83 years to just 70 years, which
is the second lowest figure in England. Arun has high levels of benefit claimants who
are sick and disabled, especially in deprived Wards where concentrations are the
highest in West Sussex. Part of River Ward, Littlehampton, fall within the worst 10%
of areas in England in terms of health indicators, whilst other parts of Littlehampton
and Bognor Regis fall within the worst 20%. In some of these areas, over 1 in 4
residents suffer from long term limiting illness.

3.25 Educational achievement in the District is relatively low, with the percentage of those
with a degree or higher (21%) falling below the national average (25%). Ham Ward,
Littlehampton and parts of Pevensey and Bersted Wards in Bognor Regis fall within
the 10% most deprived areas in England in terms of education, skills and training.

3.26 In general, Arun is a relatively safe place with a low incidence of crime, although fear
of crime remains a significant issue which is highlighted in the Sustainable Community
Strategy. Crime rates are relatively high in parts of Bognor Regis and Littlehampton,
with parts of River Ward, Littlehampton ranked within the worst 10% areas in England,
and a number of other areas within Littlehampton and Bognor Regis falling within
the worst 20%.

3.27 In economic terms, Arun is relatively prosperous when compared to the national
average, but performs below average for the South East region. The largest
employment sectors within the District are(7) distribution, hotels and restaurants which
provide around 30% of jobs, followed by public administration, education and health

7 Development of an Economic Strategy for Arun, Economic Baseline, July 2009 prepared by SQW Consulting
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at around 27%. Around 12% of jobs are in manufacturing which is above the South
East average. Also significant is the commercial horticulture industry, which is a
major employer in the Barnham and Angmering areas. Arun is dominated by small
and medium enterprises (SMEs) with less than 11 employees, which account for
86% of the District’s business establishments.

3.28 Lack of employment (‘worklessness’) is a particular problem in parts of Bognor Regis
and Littlehampton. Part of River Ward, Littlehampton falls within the worst 10% areas
in England in terms of employment deprivation, and other parts of Littlehampton and
Bognor Regis fall within the worst 20%. In 2013, 86% (74,000) of Arun’s working age
population was economically active, compared to 77% nationally.  74% were
employees, 9% self-employed, and 3% unemployed compared to 61%, 10%, and
6% nationally. With a working age population of 87,000 and 54,000 jobs in the district,
Arun has a jobs density ratio of just 0.62, compared to 0.81 regionally and 0.78
nationally. This is the 7th lowest ratio amongst South-East England’s 67 local
authorities.

3.29 Arun experiences high levels of out-commuting partly because employment
opportunities are limited within the District. About one third of residents in employment
commute elsewhere to work. Together with those people who commute into the
District to work more than 30,000 commuters cross into or out of the district every
workday. Chichester acts as an important employment centre for the west of the
District and is also a significant draw for shopping and entertainment.Worthing fulfils
a similar role for the east of the District. Further afield, the larger centres of Brighton
and Portsmouth exert an influence and there is also some commuting northwards
towards Horsham, Crawley, Gatwick and London.The outflow of many Arun residents
has some detrimental effects on the local economy, reducing the amount of money
spent in local shops and facilities. It is a factor in reducing the competitiveness of
Arun’s coastal towns as retail and service centres.

Challenges and Opportunities

3.30 Issues, problems and challenges that the Local Plan needs to address have been
derived from an analysis of Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats set
out in the consultation documents Local Plan:"Options for Growth"  (February 2009),
and from the priorities for action listed in Arun Sustainable Community Strategy "Our
Kind of Place" (October  2008). Some matters requiring joint work and or decision
making are being dealt with through the Local Strategic Statement for Greater Brighton
and Coastal West Sussex Strategic Planning Board, which includes representation
from Arun District Council.

Addressing climate change

3.31 As a coastal District, Arun is likely to experience some of the most severe impacts
in the United Kingdom due to climate change. The Arun Strategic Flood Risk
Assessment shows that large parts of Arun are already susceptible to flood risk from
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the sea, rivers, watercourses, groundwater, and other sources, and this will increase
with climate change.  Care must be taken to ensure that development is not
inappropriately located in terms of flood risk, and does not exacerbate flood problems.

3.32 The potential impacts of climate change need to be taken into account in planning
for all new development, both in terms of location and design. This will include
locating major development away from areas of high flood risk, unless the
development will help to remove the flood risk to benefit existing residents, businesses
and for economic growth. Energy and water efficiency will have to be taken on board
along with water storage measures, sustainable drainage systems, and the provision
of renewable energy generation in major development schemes.

Planning for balanced and integrated communities

3.33 Over the next  20 years, Arun will have to accommodate its own local housing and
employment needs.There may also be needs that arise from the "Duty to Cooperate"
with neighbouring authorities who cannot meet their own needs. This new
development will generate greater demands on Arun’s infrastructure, services and
facilities, and will impact on the environment and natural resources. It is important
that new housing developments are well designed to provide attractive living
environments, which are safe, environmentally friendly and encourage healthy
lifestyles with good access to employment, shops, schools, health centres, green
space, and other community facilities. If well located and planned, housing
development can provide wider community benefits, both by supporting existing
services and facilities, and by helping to fund new or expanded facilities or improving
access to them.

3.34 Both national and local forecasts predict a further rise in the proportion of older people
over the next 20 years. There is a need to plan for the consequences of an ageing
population, for example by providing for supported and extra care housing, and
ensuring better access to health care and community facilities.  At the same time,
there is the opportunity to plan for more balanced and integrated communities. To
do this, there is a need to provide the right mix of housing and facilities to cater for
people at different stages in their life cycle, and with different incomes and needs.
This will require providing more affordable housing, more family housing, facilities
for children and young people, and a wider range of employment opportunities. We
must also ensure that the housing and other needs of all groups in the community
are met appropriately.

3.35 Arun, like much of the economy along the Sussex Coast and in comparison with the
averages in the South East Region,  has higher levels of multiple deprivation, lower
levels of Gross Value Added, lower earnings, higher levels of unemployment, lower
rates of business formation, a relatively less well qualified workforce and an ageing
population. Arun suffers from a relatively limited economic base. There is an
over-dependence on low paid sectors, such as agriculture, tourism and service
industries. These sectors result in a high proportion of seasonal and part-time work.
The District has high levels of economic inactivity and below average earnings and
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skill levels. These problems have wider implications, leading to high levels of
out-commuting and difficulty retaining young educated residents (source -to be
added).

3.36 The adopted Arun Economic Strategy identifies that these issues will need to be
addressed by the provision of well located employment sites; good quality modern
premises; premises suitable for business start-up companies; premises suitable for
small businesses; better business support, together with skills and training support
geared to local business needs; and targeting key growth sectors. With regard to the
rural economy, Arun Economic Strategy identifies Horticulture as one of four key
sectors which are particularly strong in the local economy, offering good opportunities
for economic development and job creation.This Plan seeks to support and encourage
further development in this sector.

Revitalising town centres

3.37 Arun’s main town centres of Bognor Regis and Littlehampton have a lower range of
shopping, entertainment, employment and other facilities, than neighbouring centres
outside the District, resulting in large numbers of Arun residents travelling to larger
centres outside the District for employment, shopping and entertainment, particularly
to Chichester and Worthing.  However, both town centres offer major opportunities
that could be unlocked through the regeneration programmes that are now underway
or programmed.This includes bringing forward key development sites and promoting
a mix of activities - shopping, entertainment, employment, education and housing –
which will bring new vitality to the town centres. Measures are also needed to improve
the physical environment and to address issues such as traffic congestion and
parking. Revitalising the town centres and making them more attractive destinations
for both Arun residents and visitors will provide major benefits for the local economy
and can provide a catalyst for wider regeneration across the coastal towns. Both
Bognor Regis and Littlehampton have "Economic Growth Areas" as a focus for
employment, retail, leisure, housing and community services growth.

Improving education, skills and training

3.38 Poor educational attainment, lack of skills and training is one of Arun’s weaknesses.
Educational attainment is generally below the national average, and some parts of
Bognor Regis and Littlehampton fall within the worst 10% of areas nationally. The
Local Education Authority (West Sussex County Council) has strategies for improving
educational attainment. Arun Council works in partnership with West Sussex County
Council and the University of Chichester in Bognor Regis to identify opportunities to
use education as a catalyst for regeneration and economic growth, particularly in the
coastal towns.
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Providing better opportunities for deprived areas

3.39 Parts of Bognor Regis and Littlehampton contain significant areas of deprivation,
characterised by problems such as low average incomes, above average
worklessness, poor education and skill levels, high crime rates, and significant
numbers of residents suffering poor health resulting in significant health inequalities.
A coordinated and focused programme of initiatives is needed to address these
problems. Local Neighbourhood Improvement Areas (LNIAs) have previously been
established covering 5 Wards in Bognor Regis and 3 Wards in Littlehampton. The
Council and its partners are focused on delivering a range of targeted projects to
reduce inequalities and by improving the quality of life and increase opportunities in
these areas. More recently six Think Family Neighbourhoods (TFNs) have been
identified as areas to focus actions and activities to support the Think Family
Programme which works to turn around the lives of families with multiple and complex
problems. 3 of the TFNs are in LNIAs in Bognor Regis and 2 in LNIAs in Littlehampton
and 1 in Rustington. From a planning perspective, there are opportunities to link new
development and town centre regeneration to initiatives which widen local employment
opportunities, improve residents’ access to local services and facilities, such as
employment, training and healthcare, contribute to reducing inequalities and improving
the wellbeing of residents.

Improving accessibility and facilities in rural areas

3.40 Whilst the majority of Arun’s residents live in the coastal urban areas, over 20% of
the District’s population live in the inland villages and rural areas. These parts of the
District have specific issues around access to services.  Many of the villages lack
basic facilities, such as shops, post offices, schools, and health centres, and are
served by limited and infrequent public transport.  In addition, they provide a limited
range of employment and housing, with little or no affordable housing. Parts of
Arundel, Walberton and Yapton Wards fall within the worst 10% of areas nationally
in terms of barriers to housing and services.

3.41 Opportunities for development in the rural areas are restricted by environmental
constraints and a desire to retain the character of Arun’s small settlements and
countryside.  However, there is potential for targeted improvements, such as provision
of more rural affordable housing and initiatives to support and diversify rural
industries.  Focusing new development on the larger and better connected villages
can help to support facilities serving a wider local area.  Support also needs to be
given to schemes to improve accessibility and deliver services in the more remote
rural areas.
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Reducing the need to travel and promoting sustainable transport

3.42 Many of Arun’s roads are already congested and the pressure on the local road
network is likely to increase with further population growth and new development.
Improvements to the local road network are required to support new development
and economic regeneration in Arun District, to increase journey reliability and reduce
air pollution for the travelling public as a whole.

3.43 Planning policies can do much to minimise additional car traffic, both by reducing
people’s need to travel and by promoting alternatives to car use such as public
transport, walking and cycling. This needs to be a key consideration in planning both
the location and design of new housing, employment, services, and community
facilities.

Providing a high quality and sustainable visitor economy

3.44 Arun is an established visitor destination and its visitor economy is a major asset to
the District.  However, much of Arun’s visitor market is seasonal and the amount of
money spent by visitors to the District is relatively low.  Arun needs to respond to
changing visitor demands and look to increase visitor spending. There is a recognised
need to diversify Arun’s tourism product by providing more and better quality facilities,
targeting specific niche markets, providing better marketing, and increasing the
proportion of staying visitors.

Preserving and enhancing Arun’s character and environment

3.45 Arun will need to accommodate substantial new development over the next 15-20
years. New development must be planned to minimise impacts on the countryside
and environment and, where possible, make best use of available brownfield land
and buildings.  At the same time it is important to preserve the individual character
and identity of Arun’s towns and villages.
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4.8 The provision of better job opportunities and more affordable homes will have helped
to create a more balanced and diverse local population, encouraging more young
people to stay or move here, whilst still providing for the needs of older people. The
housing needs of all sections of the community will have been catered for, through
the provision of a better mix of sizes, types and tenure, including more family housing,
homes ‘designed for life’, supported and ‘extra-care’ housing.

4.9 Those who live and work here will have better access to shops, jobs, services, health,
education, community and leisure facilities, thereby reducing the need to travel and
reliance on the private car.

4.10 The special qualities of the District’s natural, built and historic environment which
make up Arun’s towns, villages, coast and countryside will have been protected and
enhanced, whilst at the same time seeking to address the social and economic issues
faced by people living in rural areas.

The coastal towns

Bognor Regis

4.11 “The vision for Bognor Regis is to will provide a new role for the town in the 21st

Century.This new role will build upon its assets and create a series of new attractions
for residents and visitors alike. At the heart of the vision will be a viable town centre
with a richness of urban form and a quality of architecture that will reposition Bognor
Regis as a first class coastal destination.” (Bognor Regis Masterplan)

4.12 This will include:

A revitalised, diversified town centre fulfilling its potential as a sub-regional centre
for shopping and entertainment;
Expanded role as a major education centre, including expanded University
facilities;
A revitalised seafront with enhanced visitor and leisure facilities;
Major transport improvements, improving accessibility and connectivity;
New housing and employment development, including well integrated new
communities which bring tangible benefits for the town as a whole;
Improved community and business infrastructure and facilities, including
education and health; and
Enhanced opportunities and access to services, particularly in the most deprived
parts of the town.

Littlehampton

4.13 “Building on its distinctive character, Littlehampton will be a successful, competitive
and connected town. The town will be an attractive, vibrant and safe place to live,
work and visit with an excellent range of facilities for all ages and groups.”
(Littlehampton Vision)
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4.14 This will include:

An attractive and more competitive town centre with a wider range of attractions
for residents and visitors;
Enhanced visitor and leisure facilities along the seafront;
The development of LittlehamptonHarbour as a major feature of the town, through
the creation of an attractive waterfront, on both sides of the river and a successful
leisure-based harbour;
Improved accessibility and better connectivity around the town;
New housing and employment development, including well integrated new
communities which bring tangible benefits for the town as a whole;
Improved community, business, education and health infrastructure and facilities;
and
Enhanced opportunities and access to services, particularly in the most deprived
parts of the town.

Inland Arun

Arundel

4.15 Arundel will enhance and strengthen its unique special character as a small historic
market town.  Its many attractions, including improved facilities and wider access to
the river from the town centre, enhanced arts and cultural facilities and its location
as a natural gateway to the South DownsNational Park, will mean that it will continue
to act as a significant visitor destination. Arundel will also focus on providing greater
opportunities to serve local needs for shopping, employment, housing and leisure
facilities in order to underpin its attraction as a tourism venue with a strong vibrant
community.

The Villages

4.16 Barnham, Eastergate, Westergate and Angmering will develop their roles as
well-connected large villages serving inland Arun; providing an enhanced range of
shops, employment, housing, community facilities and local services, supported by
improved transport links.

4.17 Yapton will continue to provide a range of local services and facilities serving its
immediate surrounding area.

4.18 The District’s smaller settlements and rural areas will retain their character with limited
new development to meet their needs.
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Strategic Objectives of the Arun Local Plan to be Achieved by 2031 are;

To strengthen Arun’s economic base and provide local job opportunities by
increasing, diversifying and improving the quality of employment within the District
through the provision of appropriate employment sites, better infrastructure  including
road access, quality affordable accommodation and the development of business
support and partnerships;

To reduce the need to travel and promote sustainable forms of transport;

To plan for climate change; to work in harmony with the environment to conserve
natural resources and increase biodiversity;

To plan and deliver a range of housing mix and types in locations with good access
to employment, services and facilities to meet the District’s housing requirements
and the needs of Arun’s residents and communities both urban and rural, ensuring
that issues of affordability and the provision of appropriate levels of affordable
housing are addressed while supporting the creation of integrated communities;

To protect and enhance Arun’s outstanding landscape, countryside, coastline,
historic, built and archaeological environment, as well as the setting of the South
Downs National Park, thereby reinforcing local character and identity;

To create vibrant, attractive, safe and accessible towns and villages that build upon
their unique characters to provide a wide range of uses and which are a focus for
quality shopping, entertainment, leisure, tourism and cultural activities; and

To promote strong, well integrated and cohesive communities, through the promotion
of healthy lifestyles, provision of good quality accessible community facilities and
a safe environment, which delivers an enhanced quality of life to all. This includes
meeting the needs of a growing elderly population.

Table 4.1  Strategic Objectives
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6.1 Sustainable Development

6.1.1 Sustainable development has evolved since the first definition was provided back in
the Brundtland Report in 1987.  Since then the Government has tried to address and
embed this through their national strategies and policies.

6.1.2 Within the National Planning Policy Framework, paragraph 7 (9) clearly mentions the
definition and the five guiding principles within their Sustainable Development Strategy
as follows:

Living within the planet's environmental limits
Ensuring a strong, healthy and just society
Achieving a sustainable economy
Promoting good governance, and
Using sound science responsibly

6.1.3 Arun has a number of environmental assets that have been recognised for their
importance, such as the coast, a number of designated sites and the amount of
natural and water features. These both form a vital attraction and draw business
and visitors to the area, making a substantial contribution to the economy and the
overall wellbeing of its residents. To ensure that development is sustainable this will
need to be preserved and protected beyond the Plan period.

6.1.4 A proportion of the economy of Arun is currently focused within the agricultural,
horticultural and tourism sectors.  It is acknowledged within the economic
strategy(10)that a key characteristic of the market is the proportion of SMEs(11). The
sustainable growth of Arun's economic base will be reliant on ensuring protection
for these sectors, ensuring its diversification into health care, knowledge based
manufacturing and the creative industries, and maintaining and supporting the growth
of SMEs.

6.1.5 A key aspect important to both business and residents alike, is the ease of movement
throughout the District. Improving connections, both through the road network and
pedestrian and cycle networks, will be vital to the sustainable development of the
future. This will also be key to widening access to services, and the sustainable
location of high quality housing vital to driving the sustainability of the area as a
whole.

6.1.6 Future development must make a positive contribution towards ensuring that there
is high quality, affordable housing with excellent social infrastructure; a diverse and
thriving economic base that improves the vibrancy of the town centres; efficient and
sustainable movement within and beyond Arun; and that it both enhances its

9 National Planning Policy Framework (March 2012)
10 Open for Business: An Economic Strategy for Arun 2009-2026
11 These are Small and Medium Sized Businesses
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environmental integrity and maximises natural resource efficiency. A Sustainability
Appraisal accompanies this plan covering the social, economic and environmental
impacts of the plan's policies.

6.1.7 To ensure that growth within Arun does not have a detrimental impact on the natural
environment, strain any natural resources, and to ensure that it will have a positive
impact on the achievement of the social, economic and environmental elements for
maintaining its sustainable future, all development will be required to comply with
the following policy.

Policy SD SP1

Sustainable development

When considering development proposals the Council will take a positive approach that
reflects the presumption in favour of sustainable development contained in the National
Planning Policy Framework.  It will work pro-actively with applicants to jointly find solutions
which mean that proposals can be approved wherever possible and to secure
development that will contribute to the social, economic and environmental conditions
south of the National Park through to the coast and throughout its settlements (both
coastal and inland).

This presumption will not be applicable where development requires an Appropriate
Assessment or where consideration of the need for one is being undertaken.

6.2 Strategic Approach

Arun's Local Plan Strategic Approach:

"Deliver all Local Plan Strategic Objectives."

6.2.1 The strategic policy sets out the broad approach to the location of new development,
infrastructure, retail and facilities in the District to 2031. It has developed from the
Vision and Objectives identified in this Local Plan

6.2.2 The Strategy is not just about developing housing, but about shaping places. To
build sustainable communities, it is necessary to consider the wide range of
infrastructure, facilities and services needed to meet the needs of Arun’s residents
and to regenerate and diversify the economy. New local jobs need to be created to
meet the needs of the Districts growing population, along with education and health
facilities, shops, leisure and entertainment facilities. At the same time, to build
successful mixed communities it is necessary to ensure a range of housing which
meets local needs, including affordable housing is provided.
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6.2.3 This will involve development which supports the main coastal towns of Bognor Regis
and Littlehampton role as the main service, employment, retail and social centres;
recognising Arundel for its very special qualities; and growth of the sustainable inland
villages.

6.2.4 The countryside area will be recognised and maintained reflecting its character and
role as the coastal plain, with green wedges separating urban areas, whilst high
quality agricultural land and environmental assets will be protected.

6.2.5 In addition, the effective use of previously developed land will be encouraged, provided
that it is not of high environmental value, whilst development will be supported which
protects, conserves and enhances built heritage.

6.2.6 New growth will be supported by improvements to the District’s transport network
and other key infrastructure.

6.2.7 West Sussex County Council is responsible for preparing statutory land use plans
for minerals and waste, which form part of the development plan.

6.2.8 The policy set out below seeks to identify the council approach to achieving
sustainable development in Arun District by securing economic, social and physical
regeneration, and providing sufficient homes, whilst protecting and enhancing Arun’s
unique character and environment.

Policy SD SP1a

Strategic Approach

To maintain the District’s unique character as a coastal location set against the South
Downs whilst ensuring that the needs of the community are met through sustainable
growth and the provision of suitable services, the spatial strategy for Arun District to
2031 is to;

a. promote and enable development which supports the main coastal towns of Bognor
Regis and Littlehampton role as the main service, employment, retail and social
centres including;

i. enabling development that supports Bognor Regis as a holiday centre and
University Campus location, and

ii. enabling development that supports Littlehampton as a civic centre with a
harbour town set at the mouth of the river Arun with an expanding leisure,
recreation and marine based economy.

b. enable development that recognises the sustainable and historic character of the
town of Arundel with its historic buildings set at the foot of the South Downs.
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c. provide for growth of the sustainable villages whilst maintaining their setting within
the open countryside.

d. Provide for the economic needs of the community by allocating circa 75 hectares
of employment land to meet the needs and aspirations for the District to support the
regeneration of Bognor Regis and Littlehampton, support job creation, provide for
the needs of modern business, increase the attractiveness of the District as a
business location and support the economic development of the coastal market
area.

e. provide for the housing needs of the community by delivering 20,000 homes of an
appropriate scale and tenure as well as meeting the needs of the Gypsy and
Travellers and Travelling Showpeople.

f. provide for development in the countryside area which reflects its character and role
as the coastal plain, with green wedges separating urban areas, high quality
agricultural land and environmental assets.

g. encourage the effective use of previously developed land in accordance with the
strategy, provided that it is not of high environmental value.

h. support development which protects, conserves and enhances built heritage.
i. monitor the delivery of the strategy and associated infrastructure with partners

organisations, developers and landowners.
j. Ensure that development, particularly in the undeveloped areas of the District, takes

account of the coastal topography to mitigate and adapt to climate change, especially
in high risk flood areas.

k. Retain and enhance natural environment resources, including biodiversity.
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7.1 Settlement structure, Green Infrastructure and landscape

Arun's Local Plan strategic objectives for Settlement Structure, Green
Infrastructure and Landscape are:

"Protect and enhance Arun’s outstanding landscape, countryside, coastline, historic,
built and archaeological environment, as well as the setting of the South Downs
National Park, thereby reinforcing local character and identity."

"To plan for climate change and work in harmony with the environment to conserve
natural resources and increase biodiversity."

7.1.1 Arun District is characterised by a distinctive settlement pattern and varied landscape.
The coastline is dominated by two seaside towns (Bognor Regis and Littlehampton),
whilst inland, the settlement pattern comprises a number of villages and smaller
hamlets.

7.1.2 It is important that this settlement structure is taken into consideration so that individual
settlements do not completely coalesce and lose their individual character. In addition,
the areas of largely undeveloped land surrounding the settlements contribute towards
another of the District’s key assets, that of a multi-functional green infrastructure
network.

7.1.3 Further, the remnants of the Portsmouth and Arundel Canal are also an important
early 19th Century historic feature in the landscape of the coastal plain that also
warrant specific protection.

7.1.4 It is essential that new development should help sustain, integrate and create
landscapes with a strong sense of place and local identity. Policies within the Plan
will protect and enhance this locally identified diversity and distinctiveness and will
provide a framework for decision making.

7.1.5 Key to the protection of the countryside and landscape is the identification of the
Built up Area Boundary – a policy definition which defines urban areas from that of
the countryside. Development outside this will be permitted where it is in accordance
with the criteria specified in Policy C SP1 so that the countryside is recognised for
its intrinsic character and beauty. This is supplemented though the policy provision
for Green Infrastructure and Gaps Between Settlements, where the intention is to
maintain and enhance the existing network of Green Infrastructure assets and prevent
coalescence of settlements.

7.1.6 The South Downs National Park is a statutorily protected landscape, recognised by
Government to be of the very highest quality. Approximately 50% of the former Arun
planning authority area is now within the South Downs National Park. This forms an
important Green Infrastructure asset for the District. The Council has a duty to
consider the impact of development upon the National Park as well as views into
and out of it.
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7.2 The Built-up Area Boundary and the countryside

7.2.1 The Council seeks to protect the natural environment by strictly controlling
development in the countryside. Countryside is an important designation
encompassing those areas of the District which are outside the limits of the existing
built development. For the purposes of this Plan it is defined as all land outside the
defined Built-Up-Area-Boundary.

7.2.2 The overall aim of the Plan is to promote a multi-purpose, inclusive and thriving
countryside which respects local distinctiveness and protects our valued landscapes.
The quality of the countryside, its accessibility and productivity mean that a careful
approach to landscape management is vital for its future protection.

7.2.3 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) recognises the intrinsic character
and beauty of the countryside, whilst supporting thriving rural communities within it.

7.2.4 The protection of the countryside is a multi-functional topic which is also linked to
the protection of the landscape (and associated features) and settlement form through
the identification of the Built-Up-Area-Boundary, the identification of suitable locations
for new development, and the prevention of settlements from coalescence.

7.2.5 In recognising the importance of the natural environment, Arun District Council has
identified a ‘Built-Up-Area-Boundary’ which will strictly control development in the
countryside. This boundary, which is outlined on the Proposals Map:

1. defines those areas within which planning permission will normally be granted
for new development, subject to the Local Plan policies

2. enables the best use to be made of existing and future services
3. provides a useful tool to protect against inappropriate development, and
4. preserves the setting of existing settlements by protecting the surrounding

countryside from unnecessary development.

7.2.6 The boundary is important in identifying the point of transition between the built form
of a main settlement and the surrounding countryside. It is not simply a means of
showing the limits of existing development, as some developed areas lie outside it
and some undeveloped areas lie within it. In addition, the boundary also serves to
preserve the setting of existing settlements from unnecessary development.

7.2.7 The principles used in defining what is included within the Built-Up Area Boundary,
as defined on the policies map, are:

the main existing residential, industrial and commercial areas;
all strategic allocations as identified by the Local Plan;
land on the edges of the urban areas for which planning permission has already
been granted for residential or commercial development; and
other land on which development would be acceptable in accordance with other
policies in this plan during the lifetime of the Plan.
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7.2.8 The boundaries, whilst fixed as part of this plan (in accordance with paragraph 7.2.7
criteria) will also include boundaries where defined in Neighbourhood Plans and may
be altered as part of other, separate, planning policy documents such as a site specific
allocation document or  indeed a new or revised Neighbourhood Plan (which is in
general conformity with and supports the strategic policies of the Local Plan). The
boundaries may also need to be reviewed if the Council is unable to find contingencies
to meet any shortfall in its 5 year Housing Land Supply through a partial or full review
of this Plan.

7.2.9 Uses which include: school playing fields, caravan and camping sites, recreation
grounds and allotments that adjoin the rural area; groups of isolated houses or other
buildings,  or areas where infilling would not be acceptable, or land within the curtilage
of dwelling houses which adjoin the rural areas where 'backland' development which
would not be acceptable, are excluded from the Built-up Area Boundary.

Cumulative impact

7.2.10 The cumulative impact of development in the countryside can be visually harmful,
for example through the intensification of farms, or where a field has been subdivided
and more equestrian shelters are required. The Council will take into account
cumulative impact of development in the consideration of planning applications.

Managing the 'Rural Urban Fringe’

7.2.11 The rural urban fringe is the most immediate and accessible part of the local
environment, especially for those who live within urban areas. It has been described
by the Countryside Agency as “not just the place where town meets country but a
collection of dynamic and productive environments set in inspiring cultural landscapes,
both meeting the needs of the present and helping to change the way we live in the
future.

7.2.12 It is a valuable resource that is frequently overlooked, yet it can contribute towards
the health, wealth and well-being of both rural  and urban communities and foster
more sustainable lifestyles.

7.2.13 Given the number and complex pattern of settlements both in the District, and in
neighbouring authorities, the rural urban fringe is a particularly important asset and
serves functions for both rural and urban areas. It is often an area of mixed land use
with many competing pressures for change.The areas are such that there is potential
to make better use of them in order to meet the wider objectives of the Plan.

7.2.14 Research (12)has shown that the urban rural fringe serves an important role both
functionally and structurally. The report Countryside in and Around Towns
(Countryside Agency, 2005)  identifies ten key functions which should be pursued:
1. A bridge to the country
2. A gateway to the town

12 Unlocking the Potential of the Rural Urban Fringe, Groundwork and the Countryside Agency, 2004
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3. A health centre
4. A classroom
5. Recycling and renewable energy centre
6. A productive landscape
7. A cultural legacy
8. A place for sustainable living
9. An engine for regeneration
10. A nature reserve

7.2.15 To ensure better management of the rural-urban fringe the Council will target positive
management on those areas where significant new development is proposed as part
of this Plan.This will ensure early consideration is given to landscape and biodiversity
enhancement, woodland management, recreation provision and access routes.

7.2.16 In addition, opportunities also exist to link management of the rural urban fringe with
creation of new green infrastructure, and the identification of gaps.

Policy SD SP2

Built-up Area Boundary

Built Up Area Boundaries are defined for the main towns and villages in the District and
shown on the Policies Maps. Development should be focused within the Built Up Area
Boundaries and will be permitted, subject to consideration against other policies of this
Local Plan.

Policy C SP1

Countryside

Outside the Built-Up Area Boundaries (as identified on the Policies Maps) land will be
defined as countryside and will be recognised for its intrinsic character and beauty.
Development will be permitted in the countryside where it is:

a. for the operational needs of agriculture, horticulture, forestry, the extraction of
minerals or the management of waste as part of a waste site allocation within the
West Sussex Waste Local Plan; or

b. for quiet, informal recreation; or
c. for green infrastructure; or
d. for the diversification of the rural economy; or
e. for road and/or cycle schemes; or
f. in accordance with other policies in the Plan which refer to a specific use or type of

development.
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The Council will take into account cumulative impact of development in the consideration
of planning applications.

To ensure better management of the rural-urban fringe in those areas where significant
new development is proposed, early consideration will need to be given to landscape
and biodiversity enhancement, woodland management, recreation provision and access
routes.

7.3 Green Infrastructure

7.3.1 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) states that planning should
encourage multiple benefits from the use of land in urban and rural areas, recognising
that some open land can perform many functions (such as for wildlife, recreation,
flood risk mitigation, carbon storage and food production).  It also states that Local
Planning Authorities should set out a strategic approach, planning positively for the
creation, protection, enhancement and management of networks of biodiversity and
green infrastructure.

7.3.2 The Government's Natural Environment White Paper(13) outlines a vision for the
natural environment over the next 50 years. The Paper aims to take a strategic
approach to planning for nature within and across local areas. This approach will
guide development to the best locations, encourage greener design and enable
development to enhance natural networks.

7.3.3 The Local Plan's strategic objectives recognise the need to take a strategic approach
to encourage multiple benefits from the use of land in urban and rural areas and
support the National Planning Policy Framework and the Government's Natural
Environment White Paper.

7.3.4 The Local Plan will achieve these objectives by taking a strategic approach to
managing the District's Green Infrastructure Network. This strategic approach to
Green Infrastruture will be subject to regular review, taking account of the progress
of the Local Plan as detailed in the Authority Monitoring Report. ( Section 23 -
Monitoring and the Monitoring Framework Technical Appendix)

What is Green Infrastructure?

7.3.5 The National Planning Policy Framework (14)defines Green Infrastructure (GI) as “A
network of multi-functional green space, urban and rural, which is capable of delivering
a wide range of environmental and quality of life benefits for local communities.”

13 The Natural Choice: Securing the Value of Nature. Defra, June 2011
14 as published in March 2012
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7.3.6 The South East Green Infrastructure Framework uses the definition of GI in the South
East Plan (2008). This definition identifies eleven types or typologies of GI and to
this we have added an additional typology covering Beaches and Coastal Areas and
features such as rifes and twittens which are terms locally specific to Arun (see
Glossary for more detail). The typologies provide a helpful framework for identifying
‘what’ may be considered a GI asset in the District:

Parks and gardens - including urban parks, country parks and formal gardens
Natural and semi-natural urban green spaces - including woodlands, urban
forestry, scrub
Grasslands (e.g. downlands, commons and meadows) wetlands, flood plains,
open and running water, wastelands and derelict open land and the coast
Public Rights of Way including footpaths, cycleways, bridleways
Twittens
Outdoor sports facilities (with natural or artificial surfaces and either publicly or
privately owned) - including tennis courts, bowling greens, sports pitches, golf
courses, athletics tracks, school and other institutional playing fields, and other
outdoor sports areas
Amenity greenspace (most commonly, but not exclusively in housing areas) -
including informal recreation spaces, green spaces in and around housing,
domestic gardens and village greens
Provision for children and teenagers - including play areas, skateboard parks,
outdoor basketball hoops, and other more informal areas (e.g. ‘hanging out’
areas, teenage shelters) allotments, community gardens, and farms
Cemeteries and churchyards
Green roofs and walls
Accessible countryside in urban fringe areas, and
Rifes, rivers and the coastline

7.3.7 The aim of the Green Infrastructure Policy is to maintain and enhance the existing
network of Green Infrastructure assets. The Policy will also aim to ensure that these
assets provide multiple functions and benefits and help to protect and enhance the
distinctive character of the District.

Why is Green Infrastructure important?

7.3.8 Well connected GI assets perform a range of important functions relating to the
natural environment, climate change mitigation and adaption and quality of life. The
Arun District Green Infrastructure Study (June 2012) establishes that the GI assets
which currently exist in the District perform the following seven primary functions:

1. Access links and access to recreation – the provision of sustainable transport
and access routes and a variety of recreational opportunities for the widest range
of social, interest and age groups;

2. Conserving and enhancing biodiversity – the provision of ‘space for nature’,
areas that conserve or enhance wildlife habitats or provide new habitats;
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3. Sense of place – the landscape assets and their settings that provide the local
character and sense of place and help provide high quality environments in
which people want to live and work;

4. Historic character – areas of importance to the historic character, including
specific cultural heritage assets;

5. Productive green environments - areas that provide opportunities for local
sustainable food and fuel production at the local level (‘edible landscapes’),
including allotments, community orchards, community gardens, urban farms,
coppicing of local woodlands;

6. Sustainable water resources – provision of ‘space for water’, Sustainable Urban
Drainage Systems (SUDS) and other areas that play a role in the sustainable
management of water resources; and

7. Climate change – areas that provide for climate change adaptation through more
flexible multi-functional approaches to urban and landscape design and
management, including urban shading and cooling.

7.3.9 The Study investigated the strengths and weaknesses of the existing Green
Infrastructure Network, and the quality of the Green Infrastructure assets themselves
and identified a number of opportunities to strengthen the GI network (see Table 7.1
below).

Opportunity to strengthen the networkFunction

Improve access to green space within the District and connect
fragmented access routes across the coastal plain.  Address

Access and Recreation

open space deficiencies in areas experiencing high levels of
social deprivation.

Improve biodiversity and landscape quality of the strategic gaps
along the coast and provide connectivity between the gaps to
open countryside in the District.

Biodiversity and Access
to Nature

Gaps between settlements which perform a sense of place
function provide the last sections of undeveloped coast in the

Sense of Place

District and should be safeguarded to resist coastal squeeze and
coalescence.

Opportunities to promote the historic features of the coastal plain
must be taken in order to protect them from development along
the coast.

Historic Character

Opportunities to exploit woodland in the District to provide timber
for fuel.  Utilise the District's fertile land by promoting and
increasing provision of allotments.

Productive Green
Environments
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Opportunity to strengthen the networkFunction

Take the opportunity to protect those parts of the Green
Infrastructure network that provide flood attenuation, such as the
strategic gaps between settlements along the coast.

Sustainable Water
Environments

Increase tree coverage within urban areas and promote walking
and cycling routes to encourage alternative modes of transport
to the car.

Climate change

Table 7.1  

7.3.10 The District’s Green Infrastructure Network will come under greater pressure as a
result of new development.  Maintaining a network of green spaces is essential to
enhancing biodiversity by providing important green linkages and corridors for species,
thus helping to protect against habitat fragmentation.

7.3.11 A key part of the spatial strategy for the District is therefore to develop a strategic
‘Green Infrastructure Network’ by creating and connecting quality green environments
both within and beyond the urban areas. In particular, coastal communities will have
the opportunity to be linked with the South Downs National Park.

7.3.12 The Green Network Maps present the District's existing Green Infrastructure network
and should be viewed alongside the Local Plan policies to identify opportunities for
protecting, enhancing and connecting Green Infrastructure assets as part of new
development. The maps will be subject to updates when new Green Infrastructure
assets, and links between the assets are formed.

Local Green Spaces

7.3.13 Local communities have the opportunity through the preparation of Neighbourhood
Development Plans to designate Local Green Spaces. Where these spaces are
designated formally, they will be added to the District’s Green Infrastructure Network.

7.3.14 Local Green Space can be designated where the space is in reasonably close
proximity to the community it serves; where the green area is demonstrably special
to a local community and holds a particular local significance; and where the green
area concerned is local in character and not an extensive tract of land.

7.3.15 Local communities are therefore encouraged to identify Local Green Spaces through
the Neighbourhood Development Plan process. This is seen as an important way
to protect locally distinctive green spaces and encourage the improvement,
enhancement and connectivity of the spaces with the rest of the District’s Green
Infrastructure Network, to encourage multi-functional benefits.
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Policy GI SP1

Green Infrastructure and development

The existing Green Infrastructure Network, as shown on the Green Network Maps for
each parish and town, must be considered at an early stage of the design process for
all major development proposals.

All major development must be designed to protect and enhance existing Green
Infrastructure assets, and the connections between them, in order to ensure a joined up
Green Infrastructure Network.The Green Infrastructure Network must be protected from
light pollution to ensure that areas defined by their tranquillity are protected from the
negative effects of light in development.

Where compatible with nature conservation objectives, development proposals must
identify opportunities to connect existing Green Infrastructure assets with the coast, the
South Downs National Park or to the District’s inland villages. Opportunities to enhance
the network should take account of the multiple functions of Green Infrastructure assets
and should be based upon those opportunities set out in the supporting text.

7.4 Settlement Structure and Gaps Between Settlements

7.4.1 Arun District is characterised by a distinctive settlement pattern. The coastline is
dominated by the towns of Bognor Regis and Littlehampton, smaller settlements,
and the extensive twentieth century suburbs associated with them. The most sizeable
break in this almost continuous band of urban development along the coast is at the
mouth of the River Arun, around Climping.  Inland the settlement pattern comprises
a series of villages and hamlets, including Angmering and the ‘five villages’ area,
centred on Barnham (Landscape Study, 2017).

7.4.2 It is important to retain the settlement structure of Arun District and recognise the
value of gaps between settlements for preventing the coalescence of individual
settlements and for retaining the separate identity and amenity of settlements.
Furthermore, the gaps, which are largely undeveloped, and fall outside the Built-up
Area Boundary, are also crucial for protecting the areas of undeveloped coastline
and for contributing to the District’s multifunctional Green Infrastructure Network.

7.4.3 The principle of a gap policy is well established within West Sussex Development
Plans and were included within the most recent West Sussex Structure Plan
(2001-2016) and the Arun Local Plan 2003. The policies within the Structure Plan
and Arun Local Plan sought to safeguard those gaps between settlements which
contribute to the distinctive character and settlement structure of the District, as well
as protect the undeveloped coastline.
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7.4.4 It is important to emphasise that this policy approach is not intended to protect the
Countryside or Landscape (which have their own policies), but rather as a planning
tool designed to shape the patterns of towns and villages within the District.  A clear
break between settlements helps to maintain a “sense of place” for residents of, and
visitors to, the communities on either side of the gaps. This can be assessed using
measures such as inter-visibility (the ability to see one edge from another) and;
intra-visibility (the ability to see both edges from a single point).

7.4.5 The designation of gaps is not intended to rule out all development but to allow for
appropriate, small scale development, which is in keeping with the rural nature of
the gaps.  Development in the gaps must be appropriately sited and designed to
minimise the impact on the openness of the gap, it would also be subject to other
policies within the Local Plan.

7.4.6 The gaps also provide an important addition to the District’s Green Infrastructure
Network. The open land, to be found at rural urban fringe locations, is a vital stepping
stone in to the open countryside for local residents and visitors, and form important
spaces for recreation. The gaps also provide a multitude of Green Infrastructure
functions such as flood mitigation, biodiversity and tranquility.

7.4.7 It is important however to regularly review the boundary of settlement gaps to ensure
that they are as up to date as possible and do not restrict greenfield development
that has been identified to be the most appropriate alternative.  Criteria have been
used to assess the gaps, alongside the most recent review of the Arun Local Plan
(2003) Strategic and Local Gap policies, carried out in 2006. The outcomes of this
review identified the most up to date settlement gap boundaries which are listed in
the following policy. The gaps are also shown on the Policies Map which should be
read alongside the Local Plan.

Policy SD SP3

Gaps Between Settlements

The generally open and undeveloped nature of the following gaps between settlements,
as identified on the Policies Maps will be protected to prevent coalescence and retain
their separate identity:

Worthing to Ferring

East Preston to Ferring

Littlehampton and Middleton-on-Sea

Pagham to Selsey

Bognor Regis to Chichester
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Arundel to Littlehampton

Angmering to Rustington/East Preston

Angmering to Worthing

Felpham to Bognor Regis

Barnham to Walberton

Development will only be permitted within the gaps if:

a. It would not undermine the physical and/or visual separation of settlements;

b. It would not compromise the integrity of the gap, either individually or cumulatively
with other existing or proposed development;

c. It cannot be located elsewhere; and

d. It maintains the character of the undeveloped coast;

e. or, if a subsequent DPD or Neighbourhood Plan deems it appropriate through an
allocation.

7.5 Landscape

7.5.1  Landscape character is an important element in contributing to the sense of place,
and the high quality of life of an area. It comprises a number of elements that make
the landscape recognisable and different.These include geology, landform, drainage,
vegetation, biodiversity, settlement pattern and land-use.

Landscape in Arun

7.5.2 Certain parts of Arun District are of particular special landscape character due to
their lack of development, retaining unspoilt, open character with scenic value, for
example, Pagham Harbour. The coastal plain exhibits a high level of landscape and
visual sensitivity.The landscape character area of the Littlehampton Northern Fringe
has the potential to accommodate some development without significant detrimental
effects on the character of the landscape as a whole. Any development in this area
would need to have regard to the setting and form of the existing settlement and the
character and sensitivity of adjacent landscape character areas.
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South Downs

7.5.3 The South Downs National Park (SDNP) became the organisation with statutory
responsibility for planning matters within its area from 1st April 2011. Approximately
50% of the former Arun planning authority area, by area, is now within the South
Downs National Park. The Park is an important GI asset for Arun.

7.5.4 The South Downs National Park is a statutorily protected landscape, recognised by
Government to be of the very highest quality.  Arun District Council has a duty to
have regard to the impact of development upon the South Downs National Park.  Of
particular importance is the impact of development upon the setting of the Park. The
setting can be described as the surroundings from which the Park is experienced.
Views into and out of the National Park play an important role in the setting of the
Park and can be influenced, for example, by the development of a distant but high
building.  A development that generates noise, light and dust, could also impact upon
the setting of the National Park by altering the experience of the Park’s setting.

Policy LAN DM1

Protection of landscape character

Development within the setting of the South Downs National Park must have special
regard to the conservation of that setting, including views into and out of the Park, and
will not be permitted where there would be harmful effects on these considerations.

Development throughout the plan area should respect the particular characteristics and
natural features of the relevant landscape character areas and seek, wherever possible,
to reinforce or repair the character of those areas

The historic character and development pattern of settlementswithin the District should
be respected, taking into account their distinct identity and setting

The Setting of Arundel

7.5.5 The historic town of Arundel is situated at the foot of the South Downs and at the
crossing of the River Arun, both of which have shaped the character of the town.
Arundel remains within the Arun planning authority area but Arundel Park and much
of Arundel Town Council's area falls within the National Park. Arundel is an important
gateway to the National Park and enhanced GI links between Littlehampton and
Arundel are set out in this Plan.

7.5.6 Arundel's impressive skyline is dominated by the Castle and Cathedral which sit side
by side, high on the hillside. However, it is not just these two structures which are of
importance; it is the entire view of the town that should be preserved.
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7.5.7 The preservation of this view requires the protection of its key elements: the skyline,
the evenly layered form of the buildings on the hillside and the surrounding water
meadows.

7.5.8 As a consequence of this, the Council has identified an area on the policies map
which stretches to the south of the town where no development will be permitted
which would adversely affect long distance views of the town, the Castle, Cathedral
or its special setting.

7.5.9 It is not only the view of the town which is important; views out from it are equally
important.Views can be seen stretching across the river flood plain to the coast from
more elevated positions within the town. The impact of these views is significantly
enhanced as they are only possible from gaps created by the layout of the streets.
All are worthy of protection, but some of them are particularly important as they
include a view of the Castle or the Cathedral.

Policy LAN DM2

The Setting of Arundel

Development will not be permitted within the area identified on the Policies Map which
would adversely affect the views of the town of Arundel, its Castle, Cathedral and its
special setting. Any development, including the proposed A27 Arundel bypass, will be
of a high design standard that reflects the quality of the landscape and the setting of
Arundel. No development will be permitted, particularly within the area shown on the
Policies Map, which would adversely affect the rural views outwards from the town and
in particular from the following locations:

1. London Road, in the vicinity of 9 and 11 London Road (north westerly views)
2. London Road, in the vicinity of the Roman Catholic cemetery (southerly views)
3. The northern ends of Mount Pleasant, King Street and Parsons Hill and at their

junction with London Road (southerly views)
4. London Road, in the vicinity of Tower House (easterly views)
5. The northern end of High Street (southerly views)
6. Bakers Arms Hill and its junction with Maltravers Street (southerly views)
7. Kings Arm Hill and its junction with Maltravers Street (southerly views)
8. Mount Pleasant, in the vicinity of the Old Poor House (southerly views)
9. The Arundel river bridge, in Queen Street (easterly views)

Developments shall also be consistent with all other Local Plan policies.
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8.1 Employment & Enterprise

Arun's Local Plan strategic objective for Employment and Enterprise is
to:

"Strengthen Arun’s economic base and provide local job opportunities by increasing,
diversifying and improving the quality of employment within the District through the
provision of appropriate employment sites, quality affordable accommodation and the
development of business support and partnerships."

Employment growth

8.1.1 Economic and enterprise development for employment growth are essential for the
sustainable development of Arun. Employment and enterprise opportunity forms a
key objective upon which the success of this Local Plan depends. The District has
some dynamic and growing employment sectors but further growth is needed to
tackle deprivation and high levels of out-commuting from the District. The local
economy is a key measure of success and is integral to other areas such as housing
markets and general wellbeing. The Local Plan's  policies aim to retain existing
employment, accommodate future business needs and encourage local job growth.
It includes the allocation of sufficient employment land in sustainable locations to
encourage growth in the local economy and where appropriate to cater for the unmet
employment needs of neighbouring areas.

8.1.2 Arun's approach is to drive employment and business growth by allocating sites,
protecting land in business use, research, marketing and funding. This, combined
with dedicated resources, simplified planning regimes and effective partnership work
will aim to secure growth over the plan period.

8.1.3 The policies on employment in the Local Plan build on ongoing partnership work
between the Council and partner organisations. Several key strategies that have
guided the development of the strategic employment policies are the Council's
Economic Strategy Open for Business 2009-2026(15) the Housing and Employment
Land Availabiility Assessment(16) , the County Council's Economic Strategy (17) and
the the  Strategic Economic Plan produced by the Coast to Capital Local Enterprise
Partnership (LEP). The Coast to Capital Local Enterprise Partnership together with
the Coastal West Sussex Partnership (18) and the Coastal West Sussex and Greater
Brighton Strategic Planning Board draws local organisations together to tackle
employment, enterprise and skills matters at a strategic level for local implementation.
(19)(20)

15 ADC 2009
16 Nathaniel Lichfield and Partners on behalf of ADC, 2010, 2013,2014
17 Supporting Growth in West Sussex 2012-2020
18 see geographies in the maps at the end of this section
19 Coast to Capital LEP : Strategic Economic Plan ( 2014)
20 Coastal West Sussex and Greater Brighton Strategic Planning Board's Local Strategic Statement (Updated

January 2016)
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8.1.4 Arun's Economic Strategy provides an overview of the District's economy and
identifies six strategic objectives, to:

Improve education, skills and employability of the local population;
Increase business competitiveness and growth – focusing on existing businesses;
Encourage the level and rate of new investment, particularly in high growth
sectors – focusing on new enterprises and inward investment;
Maintain and improve business infrastructure;
Maintain and improve the area’s infrastructure, facilities and physical
environment; and
Maintain and improve transport networks across the District and wider area.

8.1.5 Together these objectives aim to up-skill Arun’s population, provide opportunity for
a variety of employment sectors, tackle deprivation and reduce  high levels of
out-commuting from the District.

Partnership Working

8.1.6 Arun District Council works in partnership with a variety of agencies, businesses and
public authorities to help  raise the competitiveness of Arun and secure employment
growth. Arun sits within the Coast to Capital Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) 
area. Arun  is most closely associated with adjacent coastal authorities, and as such
sits within the Coastal West Sussex Partnership. This body acts for the Coast to
Capital Local Enterprise Partnership and a conduit for place based economic
development and regeneration activity.

8.1.7 The Coast to Capital LEP has signed a Growth Deal with central Government that
will see the start of a six year investment programme in jobs, infrastructure and
transport, from 2015. Investment will take place in a variety of programmes. These
include flood defences, major transport schemes, international trade and support for
businesses across West Sussex, Brighton and Hove, Lewes, East Surrey, Croydon
and the Gatwick Diamond. Programmes of  specific benefit to Arun are:

Bognor Regis A29 re-alignment between the new Bognor Regis Relief Road
and the A27 which will bridge the West Coastway railway line, avoiding
congestion points and current delay points at a level crossing. The realignment
will allow new development of business and employment opportunities in Bognor
Regis.
Sustainable Transport Packages a range of projects will tackle congestion and
improve sustainable transport in local areas across the Coast to Capital region.
This will enable improvements to walking and cycling links; improvements to
junctions and traffic management systems to ease traffic flow and reduce
congestion and improvements to public transport, such as bus and taxi priority
measures and better Interchanges.
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